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Dear Dr .  Nie lson:

The Office of Surface Mining (OSM) has reviewed the portion of the final
technical analysis for the Bear Canyon mine relating to the proposed
inci-dental boundary changes resulting from nining activities in Federal-
coal outside the pe:mit area. The approach is sound; however,
stipulation 2 should be revised to reflect that further mining activities
in the leased Federal coal will require a new pernit and will require
approval of a ni-ning plan (rather than a mining plan nodification as
there is no mining plan) by the Secretary of the Interior.

If you have any questions, please
844-2895.
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cc: Robert Hagen, OSM Albuquerque


